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What’s Happening at PCMS?? 

 
Air Balloon Takes Flight In Polk 

County Middle School 
Polk County Middle School 

students recently learned the science 
that makes the flight of a hot air-balloon 
possible, then they also got to see a live 
air-balloon take flight. As part of the 
school’s 7th Grade Hot Air Balloon day, 
members of the PCMS staff, got onto a 
hot air balloon and were able to take 
short rides to show the 7th graders how 
the process of flight worked. Soon after 
that, pilots came into the school’s 
auditorium and gave a quick but 
meaningful presentation to the students 
about the history of hot air balloons. The 
pilots were also able to house some 
experiments with different materials 
and hot air to make them float.   
 

Students Research Characters That 
Took A Stand 

A couple of weeks ago, students 
researched figures that took a STAND in 
their ELA classes. In PCMS, STAND is 
being used as an acronym that stands 
for, Show good character, Treat 
everyone with kindness, respect, and 

dignity. Always report bullying, Never 
bully others, and Do your best to help 
anyone who is bullied. When the 
students finished their research, they 
would submit either a piece of poetry, or 
an essay, depending on what teacher, 
grade, or team they had. Then three 
winners were picked from each grade. 
The winners were Finn Bell, Autumn 
Mazzarella, Gracie Edwards, Susanna 
Ashworth, Avery Harden, Brianna 
Powell, Trinity Powell, Mckenna Hill, 
and Dakota Twitty.   
 

Counselors Read “The Judgemental 
Flower” To Polk County Middle School 

Students 
 
In October, students at PCMS 

completely took off with their theme to 
Take a STAND. The school councillors 
visited each classroom during ELA 
classes to read students a book called, 
“The Judgemental Flower.”  This book 
tells the story of a blue flower who 
grows upset when a purple flower starts 
to grow next to him because the purple 
flower is different. When his mother 
speaks to him, he realizes that being 
different is okay, and it is actually 
something good and makes the world a 
better place. Some students were able to 
create their own flowers to  group with 
its own character traits. One quote was 
made by Emily Garcia, who said, “As I 
was making my tie dye flower, I was 
thinking about how in the book the 
flowers were better when they did not 
judge one another. When the colors 
came together on my flower, it made me 
think that people are better working 
together rather than against each other.” 
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Polk County ROCKS The E.O.G’s 

Last summer, Polk County schools 
went through yet ANOTHER E.O.G. 
season, which, as we all know, isn’t 
particularly enjoyed  by students. But, 
unfortunately, they still have to face that 
60 question test at the end of the year. 
Once again, Polk County had NOTHING 
to worry about. They received the 
highest grades in their district, making 
mostly A’s and B’s.  The schools that 
received the highest grades in Polk 
County were Saluda Elementary  and the 
Polk County Early College, closely 
followed by Tryon Elementary.  Right 
here at Polk County  Middle School, 89 
percent of students improved 
performance, earning an Exceeded 
rating.  So it seems that Polk County 
students are really good at taking these 
EOGs/EOCs which is good, because 
school administrators seem to LOVE 
them!   
 
Firefighters Visit Polk County Middle 

School 
In October, the Eighth grade 

Consumer science classes got a visit from 
the Mill Spring volunteer fire 
department. The students learned 
lessons about fire safety, such as: how to 
use a fire extinguisher and how to put 
out a grease fire.  The firefighters also 
taught the children about what it is like 
to be a firefighter.  
 
  -These articles are by Mason Grigg & Conner 
O’Shields  
*Special thanks to PolkStudents.com for 
information.    

 

One Book, One School 

I Am Malala 

By: Avery Harden & Wayne Carson 

 
This year, PCMS is focusing on Taking a Stand. 
The book PCMS has chosen to exemplify our 
theme on is I Am Malala.  The following is an 
interview with Mrs. Booth, a 7th grade ELA 
teacher, about our school’s theme. 
 
Q:  Why was I Am Malala chosen for the school 
to read? 
A:  This book was chosen because we thought it 
would pair well with our anti-bullying theme Take 
a Stand. 
 
Q:  Could you give us a short summary of the 
book? 
A:  I Am Malala is about a young girl named 
Malala Yousafzai who took a stand for girls 
education against the Taliban and nearly lost her 
life as a result. It is a moving text that inspires all 
who read it to take a stand for what you believe 
in. 
 
Q:   What do you hope students at PCMS take 
from this book? 
A:  I hope all students stand up for rights. 
 
Q:   Can you give us a sneak peek of any 
upcoming events we have to look forward to with 
this book?  
A:  Even though there is not a specific day 
planned, PCMS will take a stand for the whole 
school year.  We hope to do several service 
projects that benefit not only our school, but our 
community as well. 
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Teacher Feature 
Ms. Leudi, our Polk County Teacher 

of the Year 
By: StorieLane Whiteside & Layla Paulsen 

 
Question: Has anyone helped you get to 
this point? 
Answer: “Yes, all of my colleagues (teacher 
friends) have definitely helped me get to 
this point! We share lessons, advice, and 
encouragement with each other on a daily 
basis. I was also lucky enough to have 
attended Polk County schools and through 
the years of being a student my teachers 
modeled to me how to be a good teacher.” 
 
Question: Do you like being our Polk 
County Teacher of the Year? 
Answer: “At first it was difficult to have all 
of the attention because I don’t like 
attention, but it is such an honor to be 
appreciated.  It is always inspiring and 

energizing to receive an award that 
signifies hard work.” 
 
Question: What is your favorite part of 
teaching? 
Answer: “I love the science but I enjoy 
getting to know my students and learning 
about what they like more! The students 
are what keep my job interesting day in 
and out.”  
 
Question: What is your greatest 
accomplishment except for teacher of the 
year? 
Answer: “In college I received an award for 
most outstanding environmental studies 
graduate”. This is an award that 
represents the most promising and hard 
working student to come out of the 
graduating class.  
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Fall Sports 
update 

 
Lady wolverine 

volleyball 

A minute with Coach Russell 
By:Layla Paulsen 

 
Q.) How do you think your team did this year? 
A.) ”Not as good as we hoped, but we have won 
the conference championships the last two 
years, so I think we got used to winning”.  
 
Q.) Was your team optimistic about the sport? 
A.) ”They were excited about the sport and 
becoming better players and excited about the 
games.” 
 
Q.) What could you have done better this year? 
A.) ”Working a bit harder in practice and 
working on battling through tough situations in 
games”. 
 
Q.) What was your favorite memory of this 
year? 
A>) ”Seeing Kayla Stechschulte get her first stuff 
block in a game and seeing her reaction was 
priceless!” 
 

 

Wolverine cheerleaders 
A Little Bit with Mrs. Flynn 
By StorieLane Whiteside 

How do you get to know the 
cheerleaders? 
I got to know the cheerleaders through 
interaction, at camp, at practice, and 
when painting the banners. 
 
Do you enjoy coaching and is it fun? 
Yes it is fun and I enjoy it through the 
sport.  
 
How long have you been coaching? 
I have been coaching for 6 years now. 
 
What was special about this year’s 
squad? 
This year’s squad was the youngest 
squad I have ever had and they were 
very enthusiastic to work with. 
 
Are there any funny stories about this 
year’s squad? 
Nothing funny, but they achieved more 
than they thought they would. 
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Wolverine Soccer 
 A  Minute with Coach Charles 

By John Wright 
 

Q. How do you feel about your team this 
season? 
A. ”I thought we played really well, 
showed a lot of improvement, worked 
hard, and played as a team.” 
 
Q. What is your favorite play/ setup? 
A. “I’ve mostly done a four four two (four 
defenders, four midfielders, and two 
forwards) the rest of the time we use 3 
forwards.” 
 
Q. What is your score rate per game? 
A. “We score just under three goals per 
game and the other team’s score just 
over two goals per game.” 
 
Q. What was the funniest moment/ best 
memory? 
A. ”I would say the most memorable 
moment was the last game of the 
season, I was tossed out of the game 
then we ate at the Chinese restaurant in 
Brevard.” 

 
Message 

-I’ve really enjoyed this season, the 
team played very well. 

 
-Coach Charles 

Wolverine football 
Season Wrapup  
By Avery Harden  

  
Today I interviewed our head 

football coach, Coach Edwards. He was 
pleased with the season and stated that 
his team performed pretty good this year 
and never gave up.  It was that “never 
give up” attitude that he is most proud 
of.  He bragged that they just kept 
pounding.  A goal he has for the future 
would be to turn the younger players 
into leaders. 

Coach Edwards also said that his 
best game this year was against Rugby 
Middle and the best play of the game 
was when Rugby kicked it off and our 
Wolverines ran it back for a touchdown.I 
say they should keep pounding!!! 
 
 

5 



  Message from the Middle    
Issue 1: 2017-2018 

 
Wolverine cross country 

A moment with  Coach Elliott 
By:  Layla Paulsen 

Layla: How do you think your team did this 
year? 
Elliott: “I think for a young team (we had so 
many sixth graders) they were really good and 
showed improvement.” 
 
Layla: Was your team optimistic about the 
sport? 
Elliott: “For the most part yes ,but there were 
days when I told them to run five miles.” 
 
Layla: what was your favorite memory of the 
year? 
Elliott: ”Just the overall part when my runners 
did their best and I could tell that they were 
proud.” 
 
Layla: How do you think you did this year as a 
coach? 
 
Elliott: It was my first year as head coach of 
cross country, so it was new.  It was 
definitely a learning experience! I felt like for 
the most part I coached well, but I know what I 
need to work on for next year.  
 

Olivia Overholt 
Blue Ridge Conference Cross 

Country Champ 
By:  Wayne Carson 

 
Photo from PolkSports 

1. How does it feel to be the cross country 
conference champion? 
 
“It feels great, it’s one of my biggest 
accomplishments and something I’ll remember 
for the rest of my life”. 
 
2.Who or what motivates you to push harder 
and become the best you could be? 
 
“Definitely my coach and teammates because I 
wanna help them win and Kara Overholt”. 
 
3. How do you balance sports and academics? 
 
“ A big thing is time management, like after 
practice I do my homework and study” 
 
4. Do you feel like there’s anything you need to 
work on to do better next year? 
 
“ Just work harder in practice and push myself 
more” 
 
5. Warming up: Music or No Music 
 
“Music because it calms me down” 

6 



  Message from the Middle    
Issue 1: 2017-2018 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

7 



  Message from the Middle    
Issue 1: 2017-2018 

Creative Corner 
Isabella Cesante was challenged with 

creating a Halloween scene using only 

construction paper in Mr. Trejo’s art class. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jokes with John 

 

Q.Why was the cookie so sad?  

A. His Mom was a wafer so long. 

 

Me: Knock knock 

Them: Who’s there? 

Me: Daisy 

Them: Daisy who? 

Me: DAISY ME ROLLIN’ THEY HATIN’ 

 

Me: Knock Knock 

Them: Who’s there? 

Me: King Tut 

Them: King Tut who? 

Me: King Tut-key fried chicken 

 

I like math but you know what 

seems odd to me? 

Numbers that aren’t divisible by 

two. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to our Message in 

the Middle newspaper staff: 

Wayne Carson 
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Avery Hardin 

Conner O’Shields 
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John Quay-Wright 

StorieLane Whiteside 
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